
How to pass your driving test first time 

Introduction
It is easy to understand why many people believe that most of the skills you need when learning to 
drive are gained simply by driving the car. It's true that these are definitely an important part of 
learning. You need a good level of practical skill to co-ordinate the controls and also a good deal of 
experience in varying situations in order to be confident in the decisions you are making and the  
actions you are taking. But this is only part of what it takes. These 'How to' guides focus on the four 
main elements of learning – Knowledge; understanding; attitude and practice.

Gaining Knowledge
Nobody likes a know-it-all until it comes to driving. Then every other road user depends on you to 
do the right thing. If you don't know what to do in a driving situation then you can take too long to  
make a decision and have an equally good chance of making the wrong one.

This  makes  you unpredictable  and this  scares  other  drivers  because  it  increases  the risk  of  a 
collision. If you've ever felt annoyed at the person in the supermarket who stops without warning 
you'll know how other drivers feel when you are unpredictable.

Lack of knowledge also increases the risk of you breaking a law which could result in a fine or even 
a driving ban.

Your level of knowledge affects the decisions you make and actions you take when driving. During 
the  test  your  driving  examiner  will  check  to  make  sure  you  can  consistently  make  the  right 
decisions and take the correct actions - any gaps in your knowledge are likely to show up in your 
driving and may result in faults being marked.

Knowledge comes through study.

Developing Understanding
Knowing what to do is not always enough to convince you that it is the right thing do or even 
important to know. Sometimes we need to explore the reasons why this is the best thing to do in 
order to accept it.

Understanding  is  also developed through doing,  so it  is  important  to  practice  doing the right  
things.
Take this example; Normally you'd position your car about a metre from the kerb. Not much to 
remember about this and it might not seem that important, but when you explore and consider 
the reasons why this distance is an important safety margin you develop a better understanding, 
and a good understanding helps develop a good attitude.

Don't  be  afraid  to  ask  questions  during  your  lessons  if  you  don't  understand  or  agree  with 
something - in fact we encourage you to do so as this broadens your understanding.
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Demonstrating a Good Attitude

Becoming a driver means you become a member of one of the biggest teams there is. In this team 
everyone depends on one another's co-operation. Some of the team are more experienced than 
others and some not as good as others - what we all have in common is that we all make mistakes 
from time-to-time.

We have to show tolerance of other's mistakes and actions because once you become annoyed or 
upset,  your  decisions  and  actions  are  affected  and  you  become  part  of  the  problem,  which 
ultimately increases the risks.

During  the  test  your  examiner  will  be  monitoring  your  attitude  to  check  that  you  are  able 
demonstrate tolerance and patience whenever necessary.

Developing Your Skills Through Practice

You will need to develop your practical skills and there's only one way to do this - practice.

The key is to practice doing things the right way otherwise you will become very good at doing it 
wrong. 

The sign of a good driver is well co-ordinated use of the foot controls and steering. This results in  
smooth driving which is unhurried.

During the test your examiner will check that you can maintain full control, and as you may expect, 
a loss of control can result in a fault being marked.

Please download the free guides and work your way through to ensure you are ready to pass your 
test.
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